4                      NOAH WEBSTER.

He had, what every New England family
wished to give a boy who had any quick-
ness of intellect, the education that was at
the door.   He worked on his father's farm
and went to the village school where rarely
a "book was used except a spelling-book, a
psalter, a Testament or a Bible.    When he
was fourteen years old he had shown that
he was of the college kind, and studying for
two years with Dr. Perkins, the village
minister,  and in  the Hopkins Grammar
School at Hartford, he entered Yale Col-
lege in 1774.   There were about a hundred
and fifty students in New Haven at that
time, with a faculty consisting of a Pro-
fessor of Divinity, who performed the duties
of President, a Professor of Mathematics
and Natural Philosophy, and three tutors.
Joel Barlow was a classmate, and so were
Oliver Wolcott, Zephamah Smith, Ashur
Miller, and others who occupied high judi-
cial positions afterward in the young re-
public.    In Dr. Stiles's Diary there is an
entry June 14, 1778, Webster's senior year.
" The students disputed forensically this
day a twofold question; whether the de-
struction of the Alexandrian Library and